
Verbatim translation of the official Kurdish statement

A statement from the special Investigating Committee 
of the murdered student (Sardasht Othman)

The Investigation Committee declares the identification of the murderers

As a follow up to our previous initial statement about this case on May, 23, 2010, when 
we announced that Sardasht Othman Hasan – who was a student in the College of 
Languages, English Department in Salahaddin University in Erbil – was kidnapped on 
the date of May, 4, 2010, in front of the Institute of Fine Arts which is opposite from his 
college. His body was found in Mosul City on May, 5, 2010. In accordance with legal 
procedures, the autopsy examination was done on his body by the Mosul Medical Justice 
Office in Mosul Hospital. A day after that his body released to his family. 

Based on an order by the President of the Kurdistan Region, a special investigation 
committee was formed about this case to find the murderers. The committee started to 
work and interviewed many witnesses (those who were personally near the incident 
location) and took their testimony.  The witnesses told how he was taken in a white 
minibus (Hyundai) vehicle which had a Baghdad temporary license plate number.

After the committee collected and analyzed different information from various sources,
they learned that a person who is a member of the terrorist group Ansar Al-Islam –
named Hisham Mahmood Ismail, 28 years old, Kurdish, a resident of Mosul, working as
a mechanic in the town of Bayji’s industrial area – participated in this crime. 

Under the supervision of the committee and through the authority of the court, the Asaish
in coordination with the local police of Bayji town, arrested the mentioned suspect and 
turned him over to the investigation committee.

After interrogating the arrested suspect Hisham Mahmood Ismail, he confessed that he 
was involved in the crime, stating on May, 4, 2010, his boss identified as “A. A.,”
ordered him to go to Shargat town in Salahaddin Province, to contact another member of 
the group identified as “A. M.,” to get something that they would give him and take it to 
Mosul City. He was asked to carry out this mission because he was the one most familiar
with the Mosul area.  After his arrival at the specified place and time, he met the other 
three members of their group with the mentioned car. Hisham got the car from them and
the victim was in it, alive with his hands and legs bound and his mouth covered. Then 
Hisham drove the car to Mosul with “A.M.” to the (Al-Intissar) neighborhood; there he 
handed over the car and the victim to his boss “A.A.”

After a few days Hisham heard from “A.A.” that they killed Sardasht Othman because 
Sardasht had promised the group to help them, but he did not keep his promise. 

It should be mentioned that the arrested suspect’s statement has been approved by the 
judge of the Erbil Investigation Court, and we are working continuously to arrest the 



other suspected members of this group, as they have arrest warrants from the mentioned
court.  We will provide updates to all when we have further steps forward in this case.

                The Investigating Committee
                     September, 15, 2010  


